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[bookmark: _Hlk104904890]NORDPLUS HZ Project:
 “Schoolyard Affordances for Physically Literate and Active Schoolchildren in Era of Digitalization (SAPLACED)” (NPHZ-2021/10040)
PROGRAM	October 23-26, 2023, Iceland  
Venue: Laugardalsholl, Engjavegi 8, 104 Reykjavík  

MINUTES

October 23 (Monday)
14.00-15.00	Each country presentation on the status of the research projects on collecting data on Schoolyards (5-10 minutes per country): 
- LTU - Rita/Kristina all 10 schoolyards in Kaunas done; 
- Norway – Lise/Ingun 7/10 done, 3 more to go (PPT slides as Annex?); 
- Estonia – Andre 10 schoolyards done (1-9th graders, 6 of city + 4 in country); 
- Finland – Terhi/Irinja due to strict rules to do research at schools, permissions got two weeks prior this meeting only; 2 Master students in field, practiced twice, agreement 80 %, affordances done one week prior this meeting (during autumn break), 5 schools gave permission for observation. Schools with 1-9th graders (city and rural area of Jyvaskyla). Note: difficult to define boys from girls (suggest counting “students”); some schoolyards are very big, 20-25 min. too short; some areas are full of students, changing activities fast…
- Iceland – Thordis/Orn 9 schools + 1 mapped (1-10 or 1-7 graders; 150-200 students). Some schoolyards had only artificial grounds, some – with lava (schoolkids use a lot!). Note: where phones allowed, few go out vs. high activity/mandatory to go out. Surprised a lot activity, different games.
- Latvia – Žermena/Una (observed) 2/10 done; ethics approved with 10 schools, guardians written consents.
Problems to handle: 
· Rule to go outdoors for recess – children not very eager – start observing after 5 min., kids still not yet outdoors (FIN)
· In Norway – obligatory to be outdoors for recess and kids are very eager to run out
· Activity categories – is it OK?
· Interpretation problems – vigorous vs. “walking” if “hanging”, etc.
15:00 -15:15	Walk and talk – coffee break
15:15- 16:00	Next step in the research projects - how to process data, work with the data etc. (Terhi PPT as Annex?)
Thordis: what article to write first? What are our research questions?
Ingun commented: let’s do descriptive first; analytic, summing up and recommendations (multifunctional schoolyards).
Irinja: at least two articles we could do – comparison of 60 schools (Nordic-Baltic) and SOPLAY – conclusions will be recommendations (not as a separate article on recommendations).
Ingun: Potential Affordances (Form 2) vs. Actualised Affordances (SOPLAY)
Terhi/Irinja: each country fills in Excel form with all schoolyards data – raw sheets (both forms) not to lose anything collected. Eg. 75 different “areas” – later decide how to “limit” (after coding phase of whole data).

October 24 (Tuesday)
9.00-10.30	Research projects -planning the procedures of writing the article.
Lise/Ingun: suggested to get feedback from all 6 countries. Delegate who is best in which part of research. Divided: play / sport / social / green / basic movement skills. They will send out a summary sheet (will try from there, first), afterwards – what is there, is it used, how it is used…
Irinja & Terhi presented some research questions / ideas from the Finnish team (by e-mail same night): 
· Descriptive comparison of 60 Nordic-Baltic schoolyards - what differences and similarities? (AFFORDANCES, FORM 2)
· How children use the schoolyards? (SOPLAY)
· How recess rules associate with pupils PA? (TEACHERS´ INTERVIEW)
Lise & Ingun (confirmed in e-mail same night) would like to analyze and describe this topic (from Terri`s PPT): “Potential affordances – used affordances” (AFFORDANCES FORM2); to go into more details of the affordances of the schoolyards: “Potential and actualized affordances of schoolyards in Nordic and Baltic countries” (FORM2). Based on registration Form2, we will make an overview of the relationship between the potential and actualized affordances of all the schoolyards in our project. 
Žermena (by e-mail): Latvian team would like to analyse „Is there an interrelation between use of schoolyards in the children's PA and their motivation and recess rules? “

Decided: 15th November, 2023 – Excel Form Templates by Terhi/Irinja (SOPLAY database) and Lise/Ingun (from Form 2 database). Send example of 1 schoolyard for us. Before 5th January, 2024 – to fill it in (countries send in 2 excel sheets of data). On 30th November, 2023 11 am (LTU time) – online meeting to discuss both templates. By that time, start filling it and give tips for database(s) creation.

Brain Breaks by Irma/Iveta - Kinesthetic Games for learning Maths: throw the ball to somebody and say the number, the “neighbors” should choose the correct numbers of its multiplication, eg. “10” – “2” and “5”. Another game – Airport Signs – each has “a crisscrossed grid” of 4 sections taped on floor, on screen a Logo and 4 choices to answer appears – need to jump into correct section.

Renata presented preliminary results from a quantitative study (Andre’s proposed protocol) that Baltic countries attempted to do (PPT slides as Annex?). The ethical committee permissions LSU has gained. Main questionnaire is in English, translated to Lithuanian, Estonian and Latvian (available online). Perhaps, Nordic partners would like to join later on? E.g. in spring 2024?

11.00-12.00		Discussion on IP program (Irena & Renata)
Renata (PPT slides as Annex?): IP is planned to be on 11-15th of March, 2024 in Jyvaskyla (Finland). How many ECTS may students gain - 5 (with more pre-tasks) or 3 (only IP week)? Hosting partners shall calculate what costs for student-participant there may be, then we calculate from the budget how many people may take part in IP. Or cut on duration: Monday to Thursday instead of Monday to Friday. Or organize in Lithuania as Plan B (but most preferable would be in Finland)? Travel expenses = 330 Eur/person (660 Eur for Iceland members): Grants vs. Bought-in-advance? (but should be bought first by ourselves, reimbursements after).  
Decided: January, 2024 – best suggestions to be sent to Irena. In one month – student selection (2-3 candidate names). One month for ticket review (for country teams). Tip (Terhi/Irinja): when checking the flights, check VR website for trains Helsinki-Jyvaskyla city: www.vr.fi/en  (SMART way to do: the sooner book train tickets, the cheaper the prices).
Feedback for IP program:
- besides Ingun’s lecture on Theory of Affordances, each country representatives present schoolyard observation situation (what was measured so far) – approx. 10-15 min./country
- pre-tasks: better give material to read in advance, eg. You have to prepare: 1)…, 2)…, 3)…
- Tuomas suggested his school as a venue for “testing scenarios” with real children from multicultural background (since it is not about the language, but rather attract attention via movement)
- tasks TO DO: deliver… prepare… Introduction… Teach/Instruct… Research/Mapping… Read “our mapping” article + 2 more.
Decided: 15th of November, 2023 – a draft of IP programme from Finland team 

13.00-15:00		Reykjavík City Surprise – Women on Strike – lifetime experience (first time held meeting in 1975; now – thousands of women stop “doing things”, to prove that “the world may collapse” if their role is not acknowledged appropriately). This year 100 thousand participants were in the event.
		 
[bookmark: _Hlk104904903]October 25 (Wednesday)
9.00-10.30		Visit to school Hamraskóli Reykjavík where Erla is PE teacher (PPT slides from Erla as Annex?).
10:45- 12:30		Visit to centrum for outdoor teaching 
14.00-16:00		Discussion: Future project ideas
Renata suggested plausible topics for the Nordplus application round 4.0 (PPT slides as Annex?): 
0. Physical Literacy in the Digital Age: Challenges and Opportunities. 
0. [bookmark: _GoBack]Integrating Technology in Physical Education: Opportunities, Benefits, and Threat.
0. Gamification in Outdoor Education: Using Digital Games to Enhance Environmental Awareness and Exploration. 

Ingun: although personally the „background on kindergarten is over 30 yrs., but as experts, we would lack competence. For schools PE area, project team ‘s experience is already for 9 yrs. Suggestion: focus on teachers, their ability to use the facilities indoors/outdoors (leisure time); how their environment is working. Common effort in making PE subject in schools more „solid“. Focus on teachers’ views.
Irinja/Terhi: Perhaps we could focus on how capable PE teachers feel to teach (and do it outdoors). The Nordic-Baltic network teams‘ strength is in this unique field – schoolyards affordances for motor competencies, physical literacy, etc.
Thordis: summarizing Irena‘s ideas, we can continue with what we have already done so far, since it takes long time to collect data, analyse it, publish the study results, etc. We can use same 10 schools/country. It is not necessary to start a brand-new thing!
Lise: let’s hear what PE teachers – our partners – are thinking of the “next step”.
Tuomas: in Finland till grade 6 class teachers are teaching everything (incl. PE). How these facilities are used by teachers? Focus shift – teachers have to look for new potentials.
Veiko: PE teachers are “changing places” for teaching. Giving advice, what is missed out (perhaps teaching outdoors).
Lise: what if those 10 schools “come together”, we present the current study results, share experience from Nordic-Baltic countries what does different curriculum say regarding outdoors facilities in teaching, etc.
Iveta: from a perspective of an English teacher, how to implement educational program (4 vs. 7 competencies). 
Lise: MINDSET – why we do this or that? Vs. what we do/how we do? Is there something missing in PETE? What PE teachers say? What issues they would indicate?
Terhi: PE students get Theoretical and Practical parts – pedagogy in PE also lacking focus. 
Thordis: presented FitBack Network (website as an example).
Terhi: new people to include? E.g. candidates from SWEDEN.

Decided: Future project title (tentative): Schoolyards as learning and teaching arenas: (PE) teachers‘ and children perspectives. More discussions on Online Meeting. 
16:00-16:30 		Summing up.
Terhi: AIESEP conference (with our project’s symposia) is on 14-17th of May, 2024 in Jyvaskyla, Finland. If a proposal is accepted, then real Abstracts (4-6 presenters) shall be asked to submit (deadlines TBA). Unfortunately, there are no grants available from this project to take part in a conference.

October 26 (Thursday)
Departure
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